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Registrations

As at 30 June 2019 BPEQ registered 14,818 RPEQs* from Queensland, 
interstate and overseas.

An engineer is eligible for registration as a RPEQ only if:

a.	 the applicant holds an engineering qualification;
b.	 has demonstrated experience and competence in their chosen 

area of engineering; and
c.	 The Board considers the applicant is fit to practise as a RPEQ.

The registration scheme is assisted by professional engineering 
organisations who are approved to assess the qualifications and 
competencies of an engineer on behalf of BPEQ. The Board then 
considers the engineer’s fitness to practise.

The approved assessment schemes were managed by:

•	 The Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (AusIMM)
•	 Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA)**
•	 Engineers Australia (EA)
•	 The Institution of Chemical Engineers (IChemE)
•	 The Institution of Fire Engineers, Australia (IFE)
•	 The Institution of Structural Engineers (IStructE)
•	 The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia 

(Queensland Division) (IPWEAQ)
•	 Professionals Australia (PA)
•	 The Royal Institute of Naval Architects (Australia) (RINA)

RPEQs are registered in an area/s (discipline) of engineering related 
to their qualification and competency (e.g. civil). As at 30 June 2019, 
engineers could register in the following current areas of engineering 
recognised by BPEQ:

*the number of RPEQs reached 15,000 shortly before the April-May renewal 
period. The total figure fell below 15,000 because of RPEQs retiring or resigning 
at the end of the 2018/19 registration year.

**Assessment (Instrument of Authority) through CASA for registration in the 
area of Aeronautical Engineering is only available to CASA employees.

There are several former areas of engineering that some RPEQs 
maintain their registration in:

•	 Agricultural
•	 Computer Systems
•	 Geotechnical (mining)
•	 Geotechnical/Geological
•	 Marine
•	 Sub-divisional Geotechnics

New applicants cannot apply for registration in these former areas.

•	 Aeronautical 
•	 Aerospace
•	 Biomedical
•	 Building Services
•	 Chemical
•	 Civil
•	 Civil Engineering (Public 

Works)
•	 Electrical
•	 Environmental
•	 Fire
•	 Fire Safety
•	 Geotechnical
•	 Heritage and 

Conservation
•	 Information, 

Telecommunications, 
and Electronics

•	 Information, 
Technology and 
Telecommunications

•	 In-service Inspection of 
Amusement Rides and 
Devices

•	 Leadership/
Management

•	 Mechanical
•	 Metallurgical
•	 Mining
•	 Naval Architecture
•	 Oil and Gas Pipeline
•	 Petroleum
•	 Pressure Equipment 

Design Verification
•	 Structural
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The following chart shows the number of engineers registered in 
particular areas of engineering as at 30 June 2019.*

The following table details the registration activity of BPEQ over the 
last three years:

*The figures for RPEQs by area of engineering are greater than the total number 
of RPEQs because some RPEQs hold registration in more than one area of 
engineering.

Aeronautical New Registrations

Restorations

Disqualified

Retired / Resigned / 
Lapsed/ Deceased

Moved to non-practising

TOTAL (number of RPEQs 
at 30 June)

Agricultural

Civil - Public Works

Fire Safety

Information Telecommunications & Electronics

Building Services

Electrical

Geotechnical (mining)

Management

Aerospace

Civil 6,070

140

6

40

36

215

82

64

125

736

135

7

38

1,728

17

2,793

3

2,757

232

15

371

338

22

116

28

4

2

28 1,379 1,773 1,998

259 422 422

(1) 0 (2)

(948) (1,174) (1,030)

n/a (163) (96)

12,668 13,526 14,818
75

120

631

Fire Engineering

Information Technology and 
Telecommunications

Biomedical

Computer Systems

Geotechnical

Inspection of Amusement Rides & Devices

Chemical

Environmental

Heritage & Conservation Engineering

Geotechnical/Geological

Marine

Mechanical

Metallurgical

Mining

Naval Architecture

Oil & Gas Pipeline

Petroleum

Pressure Equipment Design Verifier

Structural

Subdivisional Geotechnics

AREAS OF ENGINEERING 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19TOTAL

Non-practising Registration

The category of non-practising registration was introduced to cater 
for engineers on career breaks (such as maternity leave) or those who 
have retired from practice but want to keep their RPEQ status.

As at 30 June 2019 there were 290 non-practising engineers 
registered with BPEQ.

Complaints, Investigations and Disciplinary 
Proceedings

A core function of BPEQ is to investigate and prosecute unsatisfactory 
professional conduct and breaches of the PE Act.

During the 2018/19 financial year, BPEQ received various complaints 
about the conduct of RPEQs and suspected contraventions of the PE 
Act. BPEQ considers all complaints seriously and may investigate the 
conduct of RPEQs or suspected offences against the PE Act.

Managing complaints and investigations is complex and requires both 
forensic and expert opinion to finalise appropriately.

Disciplinary matters relate to RPEQs and their standards of practice; 
compliance matters relate to potential breaches of the PE Act (e.g. 
unregistered practice).

290
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In the 2018/19 financial year, the Board commenced nine (9) 
disciplinary investigations and three (3) compliance investigations, 
bringing the total investigations commenced to 12 investigations. 
The Board continued sixteen (16) disciplinary and two (2) compliance 
investigations from the previous financial years.

In relation to the investigations carried forward from previous financial 
years, one (1) compliance matter was closed but not recorded, and two 
(2) additional disciplinary investigation were identified.

In relation to the one (1) disciplinary matter which was investigated 
and decided, the Board imposed conditions on the RPEQ’s registration 
to undertake a total 30 hours of continuing professional development.

During the 2018/19 financial year, the Board finalised one (1) 
disciplinary proceeding which was before the Queensland Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal.

The Registered Professional Engineer, the respondent to the 
disciplinary proceeding, was found guilty of Unsatisfactory 
Professional Conduct, reprimanded, fined $9,000 and ordered to pay 
the Board’s investigation and legal costs in the sum of $41,500.

Complaints and Notifications

Investigations

Disciplinary Proceedings and Prosecutions

Disciplinary 19

16

1 0 1 0

9 1 24

47 29 9 28

Disciplinary

Disciplinary

Compliance 14

2

2 0 2 0

3 2 3

17 23 3 5

33

18

3 0 3 0

12 3 27

64 52 12 33

Compliance

Compliance

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

CARRIED 
FORWARD FROM 
PREVIOUS FY(S)

CARRIED FORWARD 
FROM PREVIOUS FY(S)

CARRIED FORWARD 
FROM PREVIOUS FY(S)

RECEIVED 
18/19

DISMISSED 
(WITHOUT 
INVESTIGATION) 
18/19

COMMENCED 
18/19

COMMENCED 
18/19

INVESTIGATED 
18/19

COMPLETED 
18/19

COMPLETED 
18/19

PENDING/NOT 
COMPLETED

PENDING/NOT 
COMPLETED

PENDING/NOT 
COMPLETED

Of the two (2) compliance matters which were investigated and 
decided:

•	 One (1) caution was issued by the Board to the person who is 
subject to the notification; and

•	 One (1) matter was discontinued by the Board, as the Board 
was not satisfied having regard to the evidence, that were 
reasonable prospects a Magistrate would have found the 
offences proved beyond a reasonable doubt.

The twenty-seven (27) disciplinary and compliance investigations 
which were not completed remain at various stages of investigation.

During the 2018/19 financial year, the Board finalised two (2) 
prosecutions which were before the Queensland Magistrates’ Court. 
The defendant in those proceedings was found guilty of two offences 
under S115(1) of the Professional Engineers Act 2002. The defendant 
was fined $2,500 per offence and ordered to pay the Board’s 
investigation and legal costs in the sum of $6,000.

No new disciplinary or compliance prosecutions were commenced in 
2018/19.

During the 2018/19 financial year, the Board received forty-seven 
(47) complaints about the conduct of RPEQs and seventeen (17) 
compliance notifications about possible offences in breach of 
the Professionals Engineers Act 2002. The Board also considered 
nineteen (19) complaints and fourteen (14) notifications under the 
Professionals Engineers Act 2002 which were carried forward from 
previous financial years.

Of all the matters carried forward from previous years, twelve (12) 
disciplinary matters had been counted twice and six (6) compliance 
matters from previous years had been omitted.
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•	 effective communication skills
•	 emotional intelligence
•	 employee behaviour

BPEQ encourages a healthy work-life balance and provides employees 
with opportunities to work from home, flexible hours and time off in 
lieu (TOIL).  

Website

BPEQ’s website (www.bpeq.qld.gov.au) provides information to 
RPEQs, the public, industry and government.

BPEQ’s website attracted 1,080,840-page views in the 12 months 
between 1 July 2018 and 30 June 2019. There were 83,976 new 
visitors to the BPEQ website. The average browsing session on the 
BPEQ website was 4 minutes and 39 seconds.

Web traffic was generated from:

•	 organic searches (58.2 per cent)
•	 direct search (37.4 per cent)
•	 referral from another website (3.2 per cent)
•	 social media (0.9 per cent)
•	 email and other (0.3 per cent).

The most common non-English speaking language groups accessing 
the BPEQ website include:

•	 Chinese Simplified
•	 French
•	 Chinese Traditional
•	 Korean
•	 Portuguese, Brazilian
•	 Spanish
•	 Arabic
•	 Russian
•	 Turkish
•	 German

Open Data

As part of the Queensland Government’s commitment to open 
government, BPEQ provides a dataset of RPEQs to the public. BPEQ 
also releases and publishes other information for stakeholders. Please 
refer to the Government’s Open Data portal for more information 
including dataset descriptions, frequency of updates and contact 
details.

Publication of Information

The full register of RPEQs (both past and present) is available for 
inspection at the BPEQ office. A register of current RPEQs can be 
viewed online at www.bpeq.qld.gov.au.

BPEQ’s website also contains published information of relevance to 
RPEQs, the public, industry and government.

BPEQ also publishes information through e-news and media releases.

Access to Documents

Facilities for examining documents and obtaining copies are 
available from the BPEQ office at Level 15, 53 Albert Street, Brisbane, 
Queensland.

The register of RPEQs is open for inspection, free of charge, at the 
BPEQ office by members of the public during ordinary office hours.  A 
person may obtain a copy of the register, or a part of it, on payment of 
the prescribed fee of $41.10 plus $2.45 for each page.

Various documents are also made available online.

Categories of Documents

BPEQ maintains the following categories of documents:

•	 personal registration files;
•	 files on formerly registered professional engineering 

companies;
•	 files on formerly registered professional engineering units;
•	 register of RPEQs;
•	 minutes of Board meetings;
•	 files on the case management of complaints;
•	 files on the case management of investigations;
•	 files on the case management of prosecutions;
•	 files on BPEQ activities;
•	 general files; and 
•	 policies of the BPEQ.

Information Systems and Recordkeeping 

In accordance with the Public Records Act 2002, BPEQ uses record 
keeping best practices to identify, capture and maintain complete 
and accurate records which are retained in an accessible and useable 
format that preserves the evidential integrity of those records for as 
long as they are required.

Privacy and Right to Information

BPEQ is subject to the Information Privacy Act 2009 and the Right 
to Information Act 2009.  These Acts set out how Queensland 
Government agencies should collect, store, use and disclose personal 
information and how individuals can access and apply to amend 
documents containing their personal information.

The Registrar is the contact person for Right to Information matters 
and is available to assist applicants seeking information from BPEQ.

Applications can be addressed to:

The Registrar
Board of Professional Engineers of Queensland
PO Box 15213
CITY EAST QLD 4002

Or delivered in person to:

Level 15, 53 Albert Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Risk Management

BPEQ has established a risk management program consistent with the 
principles set out in AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009.

Risk management was addressed as part of the Board’s first strategy 
meeting in March 2019. The Board is holding a second strategy 
meeting in September 2019 where it is expected to formally develop a 
revised and detailed Risk Register.

1,080,840
page views

83,976
new visitors

4 min 39 sec
browsing time
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Code of Conduct

Board members and BPEQ staff are expected to maintain the highest 
standards of conduct.

BPEQ staff employed under the Public Service Act 2008 are bound by 
the Public Sector Ethics Act 1994 and follow the Queensland Public 
Service Code of Conduct.

The Board has considered a code of conduct for Board members 
and non-public service staff and is continuing discussions with the 
Department about its adoption.

Consultancies

BPEQ engaged the following consultancies during financial year 
2018/19:

Internal Audit

BPEQ received no direction from the Minister to establish an internal 
audit function, nor did BPEQ consider it appropriate or necessary to do 
so due to the size of the organisation and BPEQ’s resources.

External Audit

An interim audit meeting was held between BPEQ staff and MGI Group 
on 10 June 2019. The full audit was carried out by MGI Group on 15 
and 16 July 2019.

The audit certification of financial statements was provided by the 
Queensland Audit Office (QAO) on 28 August 2019.

The external audit findings are contained in this Annual Report (Refer 
Part B).

Overseas Travel

Board members and BPEQ staff undertook no overseas travel during 
financial year 2018/19. 

Acworth

Bligh Tanner

Clarke Kann

Crown Law

Douglas Partners

Holmes McLeod

MBA Consulting 
engineers

NJA Consulting

Phronis 
Consulting

Professional 
Facilitators 
Australia

Rowland

Think Suite

TOTAL

Willman 
Consulting

Recruitment services

Engineering services - 
investigation

Legal services

Legal services

Engineering services - 
investigation

Engineering services - 
investigation

Engineering services - 
investigation

Engineering services - 
investigation

Engineering services - 
investigation

Strategy Meeting 
Facilitation

Website Redevelopment

Staff Training

$241,146.74

Risk Review

$13,073.50

$7,854.00

$26,019.57

$35,756.60

$15,389.00

$6,050.00

$19,266.50

$30,013.50

$7,550.40

$4,400.00

$65,323.67

$9,900.00

$550.00

CONSULTANT SERVICE
PROVIDED

COST
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The PE Act requires all costs associated with the regulation of 
engineers as RPEQs, including BPEQ’s costs of administration of the 
PE Act, to be met by fees levied on registrants under the PE Act.

Full year practising registration fees for 2018/19 were set at $227.65. 
Fees for the 2019/20 financial year are set at $232.75.

Major areas of expenditure and outgoings included managing 
complaints and investigations, wages and salaries, accommodation 
expenses and administration expenses.

BPEQ’s full financial statements – opening balance as at 1 July 2018 
and total revenue and expenditure in 12 months from 1 July 2018 to 
30 June 2019 – are included in this Annual Report.

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE SUMMARY
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AusIMM

ARRs

BPEQ

Department

EA

FAA 

FPMS

IChemE

IFE

IStructE

IPWEAQ

Minister

PA

PE Act

RPEQ

RINA

The Australian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy 

Annual report requirements for Queensland 
Government agencies

The Board of Professional Engineers of Queensland 
(used to refer to the organisation as whole; ‘The 
Board’ is used when referring to decisions or actions 
of Board members)

The Department of Housing and Public Works

Engineers Australia 

Financial Accountability Act 2009 

Financial and Performance Management Standard 
2009 

The Institution of Chemical Engineers

The Institution of Fire Engineers (Australia)

The Institution of Structural Engineers

The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia 
(Queensland)

The Minister for Housing and Public Works	

Professionals Australia 

The Professional Engineers Act 2002 (Qld)

Registered Professional Engineer of Queensland

The Royal Institution of Naval Architects (Australia) 

GLOSSARY
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COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST

Letter of compliance

Accessibility

General information

Non-financial performance

Financial performance

Governance – management and 
structure

Governance – risk management 
and accountability

A letter of compliance from the 
accountable officer or statutory 
body to the relevant Minister/s

Table of contents

Glossary

Public availability

Intepreter service statement

Copyright notice

Information licensing

Introductory information

Agency role and main functions

Operating environment

Government objectives for the 
community

Other whole-of-government plans 
/ specific initiatives

Agency objectives and 
performance indicators

Agency service areas, service 
standards and other measures

Summary of financial performance

Organisational structure

Executive management

Government Bodies (statutory 
bodies and other entities)

Queensland Public Service Values

Risk management

Audit committee

Public Sector Ethics Act 1994

ARRs – section 7 5

4

28

2

2

2

2

8

24 - 26

15 -21

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

15, 16

11, 14

27

14

25

26

ARRs – section 9.1

ARRs – section 9.2

Queensland Government 
Language Services Policy
ARRs – section 9.3

Copyright Act 1968
ARRs – section 9.4

QGEA – Information licensing
ARRs – section 9.5

ARRs – section 10.1

ARRs – section 10.2

ARRs – section 10.3

ARRs – section 11.1

ARRs – section 11.2

ARRs – section 11.3

ARRs – section 11.4

ARRs – section 12.1

ARRs – section 13.1

ARRs – section 13.2

ARRs – section 13.3

ARRs – section 13.5

ARRs – section 14.1

ARRs – section 14.2

Public Sector Ethics Act 1994 
ARRs – section 13.4

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENT BASIS FOR 
REQUIREMENT

ANNUAL REPORT 
REFERENCE
(PAGE NUMBER)
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Governance – risk management 
and accountability

Governance – human resources

Open Data

Financial statements

Internal audit

External scrutiny

Information systems and 
recordkeeping

Workforce planning and 
performance

Statement advising publication of 
information

Consultancies

Overseas travel

Queensland Language Services 
Policy

Certification of financial 
statements

Independent Auditors Report

Early retirement, redundancy and 
retrenchment

ARRs – section 14.3

ARRs – section 14.4

ARRs – section 14.5

ARRs – section 15.1

ARRs – section 16

ARRs – section 33.1

ARRs – section 33.2

ARRs – section 33.3

FAA – section 62

FPMS – sections 42,43 and 50 

ARRs – section 17.1

FAA – section 62

FPMS – section 50

ARRs – section 17.2

Directive No.11/12 Early 
Retirement, Redundancy and 
Retrenchment

Directive No. 16/16 Early 
Retirement, Redundancy and 
Retrenchment (from 20 May 
2016)

ARRs – section 15.2

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENT BASIS FOR 
REQUIREMENT

ANNUAL REPORT 
REFERENCE
(PAGE NUMBER)

30

24 - 25

25

26

26

26

26

23

N/A

2

34

57 - 59
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Protecting the public 
and setting the standard 
of engineering
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CERTIFICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS REPORT
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www.bpeq.qld.gov.au

Level 15, 53 Albert Street Brisbane 4000

PO Box 15213 CITY EAST QLD 4002


